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indexed. Not illustrated. 1845 Excerpt: .last stage of preparation for the grave. The gentleman covering his face
with his hands, and Miss Oliphant still weeping, | suggested that the former should retire to another room, until
both became more composed. One word more, said the sick one, becoming more and more excited, William--
William Baynes, have you complied with my request? Went ye to the manger? What saw ye at Gethsemane?
Bowed ye at Calvary? What found ye in Him who hang upon tho tree? Was it that which washed your heart
from its foulest stain, embued it with faith, turned faith into love, love into springs of true repentance, and these
to purposes of humble obedience? These interrogations being put with such an energy and rapidity, as seemed
to spring from more than mortal strength; Compose yourself, | said, and give your visitor time to ponder well
such questions before answering them. Bid the last sands stay, or the last ember burn; but bid not death wait,
for his hand brooks no exigency; and bid not mortal delay laying hold of eternal life; for that which is offered
for present acceptance may bide no procrastination. | again urged the necessity of composure; and leading
also the young man out of the room, | thereupon began to urge upon him the duty of submission, and of
making the best improvement of the span that might yet be meted out, whether to himself or to his afflicted
friend. But the excitement which had,...
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