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CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on
demand. Paperback. 108 pages. Dimensions: 9.0in. x 6.0in. x 0.2in.William James explains the pragmatic method
and its consequences, advocating its usefulness in understanding what we take to be true belief. Pragmatism
holds that to have a belief is to have certain rules for action. Any and every notion has its own set of practical
consequences. The meaning of a thought is said to be whatever course of action necessarily follow from it. In
metaphysical disputes between false and true notions, the dispute must be settled by considering the practical
consequences of the two notions. Any two notions that can be shown to have identical practical consequences
are shown to be identical notions. Writes James, Whenever a dispute is serious, we ought to be able to show
some practical diBerence that must follow from one side or the others being right. To have a clear and
complete conception of an object is equivalent to considering the practical, empirical eBects and properties of
the object, and the conduct it will produce. James credits Charles Pierce for introducing this way of thinking
about belief. James writes that it was Peirces notion that To attain perfect clearness in our thoughts of an
object, then, we need only consider what conceivable eBects of a practical kind the object may involve- what
sensations we are to expect from it, and what reactions we must prepare, and that further, to develop a
thoughts meaning, we need only determine what conduct it is fitted to produce: that conduct is for us its sole
significance. This item ships from La Vergne,TN. Paperback.
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