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Cuvillier Verlag Apr 2012, 2012. Buch. Book Condition: Neu. 211x149x17 mm. Neuware - Stylosanthes is a mainly
Neotropical legume genus. South America is considered as the main centre of diversity of Stylosanthes species
whose centre of origin probably lies also here. Stylosanthes is of economic importance; currently, some species
are used in Australia, tropical Asia, sub-Saharan Africa and tropical America as forage, soil cover, for soil
improvement and for the production of concentrate feed for livestock.The genus comprises about 25 species
but in the literature estimates of up to 50 species can be found. This is a consequence of the high morphological
plasticity of Stylosanthes species leading to uncertainties regarding species delimitation. DiEerences among
Stylosanthes taxonomical revisions are due to the respective author's species concept, i.e., based on floral
morphology versus vegetative characters. An example of such diEerent viewpoints is the so-called Stylosanthes
guianensis complex where most members are treated as separate species by some authors and as botanical
varieties by others.In the last two decades, scientists have started to use DNA data in an attempt to overcome
the taxonomical problems of the genus Stylosanthes. However, so far, the combined analysis of both
morphological and genotypic characteristics in taxonomic studies has not been used in Stylosanthes, neither in
a supplementary nor in a complementary manner.Venezuela has a high Stylosanthes species richness and 12
species have been reported in the country, namely S. capitata, S. diartha, S. gracilis, S. guianensis, S. hamata,
S. humilis, S. mexicana, S. nervosa, S. scabra, S. sericeiceps, S. tuberculata and S. viscosa. Until now, the
taxonomic status of some of these species remains unclear and information about the distribution of the
species in the country is scarce. However, for actions like the sound management of biological diversity,
including its conservation, a good understanding of the taxonomy...
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