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Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1870 Excerpt: .an attempt is made to teach the child to recognize in print those words
whose meaning and use he has previously learned in conversation, without any regard to the characters or
letters of which they are composed. Its advocates argue that as children learn the concrete before the abstract,
the whole before its parts, the printed words should be learned before the letters which make them up. That
things, actions, qualities, etc., in the material world are, to some extent, so learned is not denied; but with
regard to the words that represent them, we think the case is quite different. Even spoken words are learned
principally in elementary parts. The child begins to talk by imperfectly lisping the simplest sounds and most
elementary words of the language. Perhaps the child first learns to utter the Italian a, because this is the
element most naturally produced by simply opening the mouth and emitting sound. Afterwards the most easily
articulated consonant sounds are combined with this power of a, and such words as ma and pa, mamma and
papa are heard. But as the child learns rapidly, since he learns naturally, at this period of his existence, the
principal vowels and consonants are soon acquired; and such words as me, see, go, eye, cat, dog, etc., are
distinctly uttered. In a short time, the easiest combinations of consonants, such as in bread, grass, stand, etc.,
are mastered by the little learner. And so the process continues, until...
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