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Cloudesley Shovel and himself having lived on terms of the most
intimate friendship. Be this as it may, either by drowning or by
murder, England lost one of her most honourable servants, and
one whose skill and courage and loyalty to the service did much
to enhance the prestige of the nation, and added greatly to the
list of the fine achievements of the British navy. CHAPTER XIII.
OLD BENBOW. CAPTAIN MAHAN speaks of Benbow as that
traditional seaman of the olden time ; and surely of the old sea-
dogs there was not a more famous fighter, nor one of whom the
jack-tars of his day had so much reason to be proud. If his father
had not spent all his fortune in maintaining the cause of Charles
I. in the Civil War, John Benbow, who was born in 1650, might
have had the benefit...
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