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Fortune 9 . action adventure novel by Peter Leslie . Three Years after the end of World War I, a group of men
were taken hostage in the Russian zone of the fallen German city of Berlin . The ransom demand included the
release from jail of a number of revolutionaries and terrorists . Among those abducted were an Egyptian
responsible for the running of the Suez Canal . the ruler of a newly independent African state . and a Middle
East oil king . All of them , if they did not return home rapidly , were in danger of being supplanted by pro-
Soviet rivals . The global balance of power was under threat . Britain was not alone in its desire to see the
hostages released . But the Russians, of course, took a very different view, making almost no effort to free the
captives, and even refusing to allow Western negotiaters into their zone . Action was needed . and fast ! . And
because no Western government was willing to risk a diplomatic explosion , outside help had to be called in .
The man chosen to mastermind the rescue was Barry Riordan, veteran of a dozen private wars from Venezuela
to Vienna . His orders were simple . pick a team, work undercover, get the hostages out alive - and then vanish .
But how to do that ? ....
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