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indexed. Not illustrated. 1904 Excerpt: .of the position they hold in the curriculum. Every scrap of history, for
example, that the pupil learns anywhere in his course is accounted for as he passes from grade to grade and
from the grades to the high school. But not so with science; some misguided high-school, and even college,
teachers have gone so far as to say that they would prefer to have their pupils come to them with no
elementary work--a most preposterous position to assume. When the teachers from lowest to highest feel that
all the good work they do will receive due recognition; when each understands that the true elementary work is
as essential and fundamental as the more refined which is done farther along, then for the first time shall we be
in the proper attitude of mind to develop a science course that will at once add strength to the curriculum and
be a valuable contribution as a means to the development of the pupil. lll. THE NATURE OF OBSERVATION. One
of the serious obstacles in the way of securing the best results in nature-study is that few teachers fully
understand the nature and function of true observation. The primary reason for having introduced this study,
as well as its ancestor, the objectlesson, into the school, was that it offered a direct means of sensetraining. It is
generally understood that sense-training is peculiarly necessary in nature-study, but it is not so clearly
recognized that all education finally rests upon...
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