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indexed. Not illustrated. 1836 Excerpt: .construction of this part of the building is evidently of diFerent eras. The
front of the church, erected in the reign of Edward II., is divided into three grand parts by massive graduated
buttresses, enriched with tabernacle-work on every face. The elevated gable concealing the roof of the church,
is covered with ornamental tracery of the most florid character, having the ridge beautifully terminated with a
perforated battlement, the successive gradations of which are crested with a central pinnacle in exquisite taste.
The three entrances upon this front are deemed not disproportioned to the grandeur of the elevation; the
openings are deeply splayed with numerous shaIs, whence flowered mouldings, with leaves in the grooves,
spring from enriched capitals17. The central porch, opening to the nave, like many other western entrances of
churches, is subdivided into two openings by a clustered pillar, but in the space, beneath the deep recess of the
arch, is a circular window of six lights, which is an unusual, if not unique enrichment of the porch. The whole of
the space, on each side of the entrance, is entirely filled with canopied niches for statues, in two tiers, leaving no
part of the surface of the building unornamented. The magnificent western window, over the porch, is divided
into eight lights by upright mullions, which, in the upper part, beautifully diverge into what bas been not
unaptly called flamboyant tracery, a mode of construction peculiar to the fourteenth century. The outer
mouldings of...
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