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indexed. Not illustrated. 1852 Excerpt: .and true judgment: namely, that the Sinaitic inscriptions were the work
of the ancient Israelites, during their forty years wanderings in the wilderness. But from the settlement of their
authorship there arises a further question, as to the language, or dialect, in which they were written. The word
$, lao, answering to the Greek I-co, in three letters, for the ineffable Name, instead of the Scriptural word miT,
Jehovah, in four, alone sufficiently indicates that language, or dialect, not to have been the Hebrew of the Old
Testament. Hebrew words and phrases, indeed, in common with all the Semitic dialects, it has been shown, and
will hereafter more fully be proved, to contain, but its vocabulary is not the Mosaic Hebrew. But if it be not
Hebrew, the reason of the case tells us that it must have been the ancient Egyptian: the vernacular idiom of the
country and people, among whom the Israelites had sojourned for the term of eight generations, or of two
hundred and fifteen years. To this conclusion, | have already shown, we are Tliat this was, also, ancient Jewish
usage, is proved by Kircher. Sec Supplemental Note C. independently conducted, by the identity of the Sinaitic
alphabet with those of Masara and Rosetta. But the ancient Egyptian, like the ancient Hamyaritic, it will appear
hereafter, was one of those primitive dialects of mankind, which, by a severe simplicity, by the nearly total
absence of prepositions, conjunctions, inflexions, declensions, moods, tenses, voices,...
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